
 AESD Independent Study Week 6 Packet  (4/27-5/1)  
  Grade Span 6-8 

Time Frame Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

8:00am-8:45am 
ELA 

 

 
 

Extra/Daily Activities:  
● Read for at least 30 minutes. Choose an A.R. book, a magazine, or log in to myOn to access a digital library and 

news articles. Use this district link: https://www.myon.com/school/adelantoreads, Student Username for Grade 6: 
myon6; for Grade 7: myon7; for Grade 8: myon8; and Student Password for All Grades: 123. *If you don’t have 
access to these, read the passages in this packet. 

● Take an A.R. quiz through your Renaissance Clever Log in on the AESD website https://www.aesd.net/Content2/4 
● Do Lexia lessons/units through your Clever Log in on the AESD website https://www.aesd.net/Content2/4 
● Read & Respond. See your copy of the Read & Respond Choice Board and pick your choice of activity. 
● Vocabulary Journal. Circle/Highlight the unfamiliar vocabulary words you find in the reading passages in this 

packet. Create or complete your vocabulary journal on the words you identified. 
● Writing Prompts. See your copy of Middle School Writing Prompts and respond to your choice. 

Grade 6:  
Vocabulary- 
(ELA Packet Level 1 
p. 251) 
Read the passage 
“Harnessing the Sun’s 
Energy”. Use the ask 
and answer questions 
strategy to check for 
understanding as you 
read. 
 
Answer the given 
questions. (ELA 
Packet Level 1 pp. 
253-256) 
 
 

Grade 6:  
Reread the passage 
“Harnessing the Sun’s 
Energy”. Do the 
fluency assessment at 
the bottom of page 
255. 
 Complete the theme 
graphic organizer on 
p. 252. 
 
 
Grade 7:  
Reread the passage 
“Harnessing the Sun’s 
Energy”. Do the 
fluency assessment at 
the bottom of page 

Grade 6:  
Vocabulary Strategy: 
Latin Roots; 
Word Study: Suffixes 
-ible and -able 
(ELA Packet Level 1 
pp. 257-258) 
 
 
Grade 7:  
Vocabulary Strategy: 
Latin Roots; 
Word Study: Suffixes 
-ible and -able 
(ELA Packet Level 2 
pp. 257-258) 
 
 

Grade 6:  
Vocabulary Strategy: 
Latin Roots; 
Word Study: Suffixes 
-ible and -able 
(ELA Packet Level 1 
pp. 257-258) 
 
 
Grade 7:  
Vocabulary Strategy: 
Latin Roots; 
Word Study: Suffixes 
-ible and -able 
(ELA Packet Level 2 
pp. 257-258) 
 
 

Grade 6:  
Refer to the above daily 
activities.  
 
Grade 7:  
Refer to the above daily 
activities.  
 
Grade 8:  
Refer to the above daily 
activities.  
 

 



Grade 7:  
Vocabulary- 
(ELA Packet Level 2 
p. 251) 
Read the passage 
“Harnessing the Sun’s 
Energy”. Use the ask 
and answer questions 
strategy to check for 
understanding as you 
read. 
 
Answer the given 
questions. (ELA 
Packet Level 2 pp. 
253-256) 
 
 
Grade 8:  
Vocabulary- 
(ELA Packet Level 3 
p. 251) 
Read the passage 
“Harnessing the Sun’s 
Energy”. Use the ask 
and answer questions 
strategy to check for 
understanding as you 
read. 
 
Answer the given 
questions. (ELA 
Packet Level 3 pp. 
253-256) 
 

255. 
 Complete the theme 
graphic organizer on 
p. 252. 
 
 
Grade 8:  
Reread the passage 
“Harnessing the Sun’s 
Energy”. Do the 
fluency assessment at 
the bottom of page 
255. 
 Complete the theme 
graphic organizer on 
p. 252. 
 
 
 

Grade 8:  
Vocabulary Strategy: 
Latin Roots; 
Word Study: Suffixes 
-ible and -able 
(ELA Packet Level 3 
pp. 257-258) 
 

Grade 8:  
Vocabulary Strategy: 
Latin Roots; 
Word Study: Suffixes 
-ible and -able 
(ELA Packet Level 3 
pp. 257-258) 
 
 

Break 

 



9:00am-9:45am 
Math 

 
 

This i-Ready  “At-Home-Activity” Packet includes sets of practice problems that align to important math concepts your 
student has worked with so far this year. We recommend that your student completes one page of practice problems each 
day. Encourage your student to do the best they can with this content—the most important thing is that they continue 
developing their mathematical fluency and skills! 

Grade 6: Math packet 
Page 9 
Grade 7: 
Math Packet page 9 
Grade 8: 
Math Packet page 8 

Grade 6: Math packet 
Page 10 
Grade 7: 
Math Packet page 10 
Grade 8: 
Math Packet page 9 

Grade 6: Math packet 
Page 11 
Grade 7: 
Math Packet page 11 
Grade 8: 
Math Packet page 10 

Grade 6: Math packet 
Page 12 
Grade 7: 
Math Packet page 12 
Grade 8: 
Math Packet page 11 

Grade 6: Math packet 
Page 13 
Grade 7: 
Math Packet page 13 
Grade 8: 
Math Packet page 
12-13 

Break 

10:00am-10:45am 
History 

Use your Marking the 
Text Strategies as you 
read the article 
“Spanish 
Conquistadores and 
Colonial Empire.” 
See the “Overview” 
document in this 
packet for help with 
Marking the Text 
Strategies. 
 
Write a 1 paragraph 
summary of “Spanish 
Conquistadores and 
Colonial Empire.” See 
the “Overview” 
document in this 
packet for help with 
writing a paragraph 
summary. 
 
UPGRADE 

Re-read the article 
“Spanish 
Conquistadores and 
Colonial Empire” and 
review your markings 
and summary. 
 
Use the A.C.E 
Strategy (refer to the 
“Overview” document 
for help with the A.C.E 
Strategy) to answer 
the following DBQs. 
Write your responses 
on the back of 
“Spanish 
Conquistadores and 
Colonial Empire” text. 
Be sure to write in 
your own words. 
 
1. How did native 
people shape the 

Refer to the “Spanish 
Conquistadores and 
Colonial Empire” 
document you read. 
Choose two of the 
below Spanish 
Conquistadores you 
read about.  How are 
they similar?  How are 
they different? 
Complete the 
“Compare and 
Contrast Spanish 
Conquistadores” Venn 
Diagram Worksheet to 
help you organize 
your thoughts 
 
UPGRADE 
ACTIVITY: 
Use the additional 
“Compare and 
Contrast Spanish 

Imagine you are a 
Native American living 
during this time 
period.  Think about 
your reading of 
“Spanish 
Conquistadores and 
Colonial Empire.” 
How would YOU have 
reacted to the 
Spanish 
conquistadores? 
Would you have 
anything similar to 
what the Natives did? 
What would you do 
that was similar and 
what would you do 
different?  Why? 
 
On the blank paper 
provided, write three 
paragraphs answering 

How did the Spanish 
Conquistadors impact 
history?  Use the 
“Spanish 
Conquistadores and 
Colonial Empire” 
document to help you 
make a list of at least 5 
MAJOR impacts of the 
Spanish Conquest of 
the Americas.  Write 
this list on the back of 
the blank paper 
provided.  Choose one 
impact from your list 
and write a paragraph 
explaining WHY/HOW 
this affected history. 
 
UPGRADE ACTIVITY: 
Other than helping to 
conquer the Aztecs, 
why was Malintzin 

 



ACTIVITY: 
Instead of writing a 1 
paragraph summary 
for the entire article, 
“Spanish 
Conquistadores and 
Colonial Empire,” 
write a 1 paragraph 
summary about EACH 
of the sections in the 
article.  So, write 1 
paragraph for Treaty 
of Tordesillas, 1 
paragraph for 
Conquistadores and 
Spanish Colonization, 
and 1 paragraph for 
The Spanish Golden 
Age. 

course of Spanish 
conquest? 
 
2. Why did many 
conquistadores fail to 
establish colonies in 
the New World? What 
factors lead to their 
demise? 
 
UPGRADE 
ACTIVITY: 
Additional DBQ: 
How did the Golden 
Age of Spain 
communicate similar 
ideals to that of the 
Spanish colonization 
project? 

Conquistadores” Venn 
Diagram Worksheet to 
compare the other two 
Spanish 
Conquistadores you 
read about. 

the above questions. 
 
UPGRADE 
ACTIVITY: 
What are your 
thoughts on 
Malintzin?  Was she a 
victim or an 
accomplice to the 
destruction of Aztecs? 
Use the reading 
“Spanish 
Conquistadores and 
Colonial Empire” to 
write at least two 
paragraphs answering 
the above question. 

important?  How did 
she help to change the 
ethinic background of 
the Americas? 

Lunch 

11:45am-12:30pm 
SEL 

Continue working on your 2020 COVID 19 Time Capsule. Fill in one page a day. Work on pp. 7-11 this week.  

Break 

12:45pm-1:30pm 
Science 

6th & 7th Grades- 
Read “Salt: The Rock 
We Eat.” Underline 
words that you don’t 
know how to read. 
Practice sounding 
them out.  Read “Salt: 
The Rock We Eat” 
again.  Focus on 
correctly saying the 
words that are 

6th & 7th Grades - 
Read “Salt: The Rock 
we Eat.”  Try reading 
it faster today than 
you did yesterday. Do 
you know how to say 
all of the words that 
you did not know 
yesterday?  Have you 
learned the meaning 
of those words? 

6th & 7th Grades - 
Read “Salt: The Rock 
We Eat.”  Try reading 
it faster today than 
you did yesterday. 
Answer questions 7 
and 8.  Write 3 facts 
you learned from this 
article.  Use complete 
sentences. 
 

6th & 7th Grades - 
Read “Salt:  The Rock 
We Eat..”  Try to read 
it faster than you have 
been doing.  Answer 
Comprehension 
question #9.  
 
 
8th Grade - Read 
“Benjamin Franklin: 

6th & 7th Grades 
Read “Salt: The Rock 
We Eat.”  Try to make 
this your fastest reading 
time of the week. 
Answer 
Comprehension 
question #10.  Write 4 
or more sentences in 
your answer.  Support 
your answer by drawing 

 



unfamiliar to you. 
Answer 
Comprehension 
questions 1, 2 and 3. 
 
 
8th Grade - Read 
“Benjamin Franklin: 
The Ultimate Solution 
Creator”  Underline 
words that you don’t 
know how to read. 
Practice sounding 
them out.  Re-read 
the article.  Focus on 
correctly saying the 
words that are 
unfamiliar to you. 
Answer questions 1, 
2, and 3.  

Answer 
Comprehension 
questions 4, 5 and 6. 
Read about the 
vocabulary word 
“acquire”  Write 2 
sentences using the 
word “acquire” as it is 
used in the article. 
Draw a picture to 
illustrate your 
sentences. 
 
 
8th Grade-- Read 
“Benjamin Franklin: 
The Ultimate Solution 
Creator.”  Try reading 
it faster today than 
you did yesterday. Do 
you know how to say 
all of the words that 
you did not know 
yesterday?  Have you 
learned the meaning 
of those words? 
Answer 
Comprehension 
questions 4 and 5.. 
Read about the 
vocabulary word 
“institute”  Write 3 
sentences, in your 
own words, using the 
word “institute” as it 
applies to the story. 
Draw a picture to 
illustrate your 

8th Grade-- Read 
“Benjamin Franklin: 
The Ultimate Solution 
Creator.”  Try reading 
it faster today than 
you did yesterday. 
Answer 
Comprehension 
questions 7 and 8. 
Read about the 
vocabulary word 
“systematic.”  Write 3 
sentences using the 
word “systematic.”. 
Draw a picture to 
illustrate your 
sentences. 
 

The Ultimate Solution 
Creator.”  Try to read 
it faster than you have 
been doing.  Answer 
questions 9 and 10. 
Write your answers in 
a  complete 
paragraph for each 
question..  

a picture. Great work 
for this week!  Enjoy 
your weekend. 
 
 8th Grade-Read 
“Benjamin Franklin: 
The Ultimate Solution 
Creator.”  Try to make 
this your fastest reading 
time of the week. Write 
a summary of the story. 
Include any thoughts 
about what you learned 
and the impression it 
made on you. 
Great work for this 
week!  Enjoy your 
weekend.  
 
 
 

 



sentences. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 



Name: 

_____________________________________ Date: ________________________ 

Vocabulary Journal 

Choose two of the vocabulary words you are learning. Answer the parts needed 

below. Copy the format on the back page to work on other vocabulary words. 

Word: 

Part of Speech: 

Meaning: _________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

Word: 

Part of Speech: 

Meaning: _________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

Synonyms/Examples 

 

 

 

Picture: 

 

 

 

 

Antonyms/Non-Examples: 

 

 

 Sentence:  



Name: ___________________________

Copyright © 2014  K12reader.com. All Rights Reserved. Free for educational use at home or in classrooms. www.k12reader.com
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FLUENCY AND SKILLS PRACTICE Name:

LESSON 10

GRADE 7  LESSON 10 Page 1 of 2

Adding and Subtracting Positive and Negative 
Fractions and Decimals
Estimate each problem to check if the student’s answer is reasonable. If not, cross 
out the answer and write the correct answer. Show your work.

Problems Student Answers

1  1.3 2 (22.5) 21.2

3.8
Possible estimate: 1 2 (23) 5 1 1 3 
 5 4
 1.3 2 (22.5) 5 1.3 1 2.5
  5 3.8

2  2 3    1 ·· 6    1 6    2 ·· 3   2 3    1 ·· 2   

3  24.2 2 (22.9) 21.3

4  3    1 ·· 5    2 2    1 ·· 2    1 2    3 ·· 5   2 3    1 ·· 3   

© 2020 Curriculum Associates, LLC. All rights reserved. 10

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying permitted for classroom use.

FLUENCY AND SKILLS PRACTICE Name:

LESSON 10

GRADE 7  LESSON 10 Page 2 of 2

Adding and Subtracting Positive and Negative 
Fractions and Decimals continued

Problems Student Answers

5  5.9 2 7.3 2 10.2 11.6

6  2 5    5 ·· 6    2   1 22   1 ·· 3   2   1 5    1 ·· 6   1    2 ·· 3    

7  11.5 2 5.4 2 4.7 21.4

8  211    1 ·· 8    2 12    1 ·· 4    2   1 221   1 ·· 2   2  2    1 ·· 8    

9  How does estimating an addition or subtraction problem help you know if an 
answer is reasonable? 



© 2020 Curriculum Associates, LLC. All rights reserved. 11
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FLUENCY AND SKILLS PRACTICE Name:

LESSON 12

Multiplying Negative Rational Numbers
Find the product of the rational numbers. The answers are mixed up at the  
bottom of the page. Cross out the answers as you complete the problems.

1  2 3 2   7 ·· 4    2  2   1 ·· 3    3 2   6 ·· 5    3     2 ·· 5    3 2   3 ·· 4   

     

4  22    1 ·· 3    3    5 ·· 4    5  2   3 ·· 7    3 21    2 ·· 3    6  23    5 ·· 7    3 22    1 ·· 2   

     

7  0.75 3 2   4 ·· 3    8  20.2 3 2   2 ·· 5    9  20.35 3 21    3 ·· 7   

     

10  2.5 3 23   4 ·· 5   11  0.2 3 20.45 12  20.25 3 21.4

     

13  22.3 3 6.8 14  23.9 3 5    5 ·· 9    15  24.2 3 26    2 ·· 7   

     

Answers

221   2 ·· 3   215.64 29   1 ·· 2   23   1 ·· 2   22   11 ·· 12  

 21 2   3 ·· 10    20.09   2 ·· 25   0.35

   2 ·· 5     1 ·· 2     5 ·· 7   9   2 ·· 7   26   2 ·· 5  

© 2020 Curriculum Associates, LLC. All rights reserved. 12
©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying permitted for classroom use. GRADE 7  LESSON 12

FLUENCY AND SKILLS PRACTICE Name:

LESSON 12

13  Explain the steps you used to solve problem 11.

Dividing Negative Rational Numbers
Find each quotient.

1  25 4   5 ·· 7   2  2   8 ·· 9    4    2 ·· 3    3    3 ·· 10   4 2   6 ·· 7   

     

4  22    3 ·· 4    4 11 5  24    2 ·· 7    4 2   15 ·· 16    6  21    4 ·· 7    4 23    2 ·· 3   

     

7  28 4 6.4 8  2   3 ·· 2    4 0.5 9  23    1 ·· 3    4 1.2

     

10  9.28 4 23.2 11  0.056 4 20.004 12  20.28 4 0.07

     



© 2020 Curriculum Associates, LLC. All rights reserved. 13
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FLUENCY AND SKILLS PRACTICE Name:

LESSON 13

9  When the denominator of a proper fraction is 99, what do you notice about the 
repeating digit(s) in its decimal form?

Writing Rational Numbers as Repeating  
Decimals
Write each number as a repeating decimal.

1     1 ·· 9   

 

2  2   2 ·· 11   

 

3     7 ·· 11   

 

4     1 ·· 3   

 

5  2    4 ·· 9   

 

6  2   13 ·· 6   

 

7  21    5 ·· 6   

 

8     13 ·· 99   
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FLUENCY AND SKILLS PRACTICE Name:

LESSON 22

GRADE 8  LESSON 22 Page 1 of 2

Adding and Subtracting with Scientific  
Notation
Find each sum or difference. Write your answer in scientific notation.

1  (6 3 101) 1 (9 3 101) 2  32 2 (2.1 3 101)

   

3  (7 3 100) 1 (3 3 101) 4  100 2 (1.4 3 101)

   

5  (8.8 3 102) 1 (3 3 102) 6  (3.05 3 102) 1 64

   

© 2020 Curriculum Associates, LLC. All rights reserved. 9

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying permitted for classroom use.

FLUENCY AND SKILLS PRACTICE Name:

LESSON 22

GRADE 8  LESSON 22 Page 2 of 2

Adding and Subtracting with Scientific  
Notation continued

7  (4 3 102) 1 120.5 8  (2.75 3 103) 2 100

   

9  (9.5 3 102) 2 (4.3 3 101) 10  18 2 (2 3 1021)

   

11  0.071 1 (6 3 1022) 12  2,000 1 (8 3 103)

   

13  When adding or subtracting with scientific notation, why is it important to have  
the same power of 10?
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FLUENCY AND SKILLS PRACTICE Name:

LESSON 22

GRADE 8  LESSON 22 Page 1 of 2

Multiplying and Dividing with Scientific  
Notation
Find each product or quotient. Write your answer in scientific notation.

1  (3.6 3 101) 4 6 2  (2 3 102) 3 (3 3 101)

   

3  7 3 (2 3 101) 4  (2.5 3 100) 3 (1.5 3 101)

   

5  (4 3 102) 4 (4 3 101) 6  45 4 (5 3 100)

   

© 2020 Curriculum Associates, LLC. All rights reserved. 11
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FLUENCY AND SKILLS PRACTICE Name:

LESSON 22

GRADE 8  LESSON 22 Page 2 of 2

Multiplying and Dividing with Scientific  
Notation continued

7  (2.5 3 102) 3 5 8  900 4 (4.5 3 100)

   

9  (4 3 105) 3 0.0375 10  (6 3 10210) 4 (2.5 3 10212)

   

11  (2.8 3 1027) 3 (7 3 1012) 12  0.000068 4 (2 3 108)

   

13  How do you divide two numbers in scientific notation?
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FLUENCY AND SKILLS PRACTICE Name:

LESSON 16

GRADE 8  LESSON 16 Page 1 of 2

Interpreting a Linear Function
Interpret the linear function to solve the problems. Show your work.

1  A group of volunteers is spending a week 
cleaning up the trails in the Hudson Highlands. 
On day 2 the volunteers begin at the point on the 
trail where they ended the day before. The graph 
shows their elevation, in feet, as a function of the 
number of hours they work to clean the trails.

a. What does the ordered pair (1, 1000) on the graph represent?

b.  The graph begins at 720 on the y-axis. What does this value represent? Is this 
the rate of change or the initial value?

c.  By how many feet does the elevation increase for one hour of work? What does 
this value represent, rate of change or initial value?

d. What is the equation that represents this function?

2  The table shows number of people as a 
function of time in hours. Write an equation for 
the function and describe a situation that it 
could represent. Include the initial value, rate 
of change, and what each quantity represents 
in the situation.

1,400
1,200
1,000
800
600
400
200

0
10 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

x

y

El
ev

at
io

n
 (f

t)

Time (h)

1,600

Hours Number of People

1 150

3 250

5 350

© 2020 Curriculum Associates, LLC. All rights reserved. 13
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FLUENCY AND SKILLS PRACTICE Name:

LESSON 16

GRADE 8  LESSON 16 Page 2 of 2

Interpreting a Linear Function continued

3  Amber plans to cook a turkey and macaroni and cheese for a special dinner. Since 
she will need to use the oven for both dishes, and they won’t both fit in the oven 
at the same time, she has to determine how much time all the cooking will take. 
The macaroni and cheese will take a set amount of time, while the turkey takes a 
certain number of minutes per pound that the turkey weighs. 

The equation models the total cooking time Amber will need to prepare  
her dishes.

y 5 15x 1 40

a.  What do variables x and y represent? Use the phrase is a function of to describe 
how the two quantities relate to each other.

b. What does the value 40 represent?

c. What does the rate of change represent?

d.  What is the total cooking time for just the turkey if it weighs 12 pounds? How 
do you know?



Marking the Text Overview: As you read through your text, complete the following steps:

1. Number the paragraphs

2. Underline the main ideas

3. Highlight the key points that support the
main ideas

4. Put a star by anything that is important
a. For example: evidence

5. Circle important vocabulary words AND
words that you don’t know

6. Put an exclamation mark next to anything
that surprises you

7. Put a question mark next to anything that
confuses you

8. Write comments or draw pictures in the
margins on anything that helps you connect
information you are reading to information
you already know or have experienced

A.C.E Writing Strategies

A Answer the question Take the question you are being asked and make it a statement while you answer
it

Example:
Question: What is your favorite free time activity?

Answer: My favorite free time activity is watching movies.

C Cite Evidence ● Use your previous experience, prior knowledge,  or information from
what you read to support your answer

● Try to use transitional words and phrases such as ‘in fact,’ ‘especially,’
‘such as,’ and for instance’

Example: In fact, I like all genres of movies and watch them as often as possible.

E Elaborate ● Add more information to your evidence by explaining, comparing &
contrasting, showing  cause & effect, etc.

Example: In my opinion, watching movies is a great way to take a break from
reality and enter a new world.

PUT IT ALL TOGETHER:

Question: What is your favorite free time activity?
Answer:

My favorite free time activity is watching movies. In fact, I like all genres of movies and watch them as often as
possible. In my opinion, watching movies is a great way to take a break from reality and enter a new world.



Complete Summary Overview:

Topic  Sentence: Use your own words to tell the reader the main idea of the reading.

Body Sentences: Use your own words to tell the reader about the most important details that support
your topic sentence.

Conclusion: Use your own words to restate the topic sentence.

Example:
In the article, “The Greatness of Electricity,” author Michael Johnson explains the benefits of electricity.
First, electricity allows us to use entertainment such as phones and televisions because it powers them.
Second, electricity keeps us safe by enabling us to keep our food cold so it does not spoil.  Last,
electricity makes life comfortable by powering machines such as the dishwasher and heater.  People
benefit immensely from power electricity and we would have much different lives if we did not have
electricity in our lives.



Provided by the Khan Academy on 3/27/20 

The Spanish Conquistadors and the Colonial Empire

https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/us-history/precontact-and-early-colonial-era/spanish-c
olonization/a/the-spanish-conquistadores-and-colonial-empire

Overview

● In the European race to colonial dominance, the Treaty of Tordesillas

legitimized Spain’s holdings in the New World, indicating Spanish primacy

over Portugal.

● The successes of Columbus ushered in an era of Spanish conquest that led

numerous other European explorers to attempt similar colonization projects.

● Spain gained immense wealth from this expansionism, which translated into

an influx of Spanish art and cultural capital.

Treaty of Tordesillas

Columbus’s colonization of the Atlantic islands inaugurated an era of aggressive

Spanish expansion across the Atlantic. Spanish colonization after Columbus

accelerated the rivalry between Spain and Portugal to an unprecedented level. The

two powers vied for domination through the acquisition of new lands.

In the 1480s, Pope Sixtus IV had granted Portugal the right to all land south of the

Cape Verde islands, leading the Portuguese king to claim that the lands discovered

by Columbus belonged to Portugal, not Spain. But in 1493, Spanish-born Pope

Alexander VI issued two papal decrees giving legitimacy to Spain’s Atlantic claims

over the claims of Portugal. Hoping to salvage Portugal’s holdings, King João II

negotiated a treaty with Spain. The Treaty of Tordesillas in 1494 drew a



Provided by the Khan Academy on 3/27/20 

north-to-south line through South America. Spain gained territory west of the line,

while Portugal retained the lands east of the line, including the east coast of Brazil.

Conquistadores and Spanish colonization

Columbus’s discovery opened a floodgate of Spanish exploration. Inspired by tales

of rivers of gold and timid, malleable native peoples, later Spanish explorers were

relentless in their quest for land and gold. Spanish explorers with hopes of

conquest in the New World were known as conquistadores. Hernán Cortés arrived

on Hispaniola in 1504 and participated in the conquest of the Island. Cortés then

led the exploration of the Yucatán Peninsula in hopes of attaining glory.

In 1519, Cortés entered Tenochtitlán, the capital of the Aztec/Mexica Empire. He

and his men were astonished by the sophisticated gardens and temples in the city,

but they were horrified by the practice of human sacrifice. Above all, the Aztec

wealth in gold fascinated the Spanish explorers.

Hoping to gain power over the city, Cortés took Moctezuma, the Aztec ruler,

hostage. The Spanish then murdered hundreds of high-ranking Mexica during a

religious festival, but the people of Tenochtitlán quickly retaliated. Cortés and his

people fled for their lives.

Following his defeat, Cortés slowly created alliances and recruited tens of

thousands of native peoples who resented Aztec rule. Only by playing upon the

disunity among the diverse groups in the Aztec Empire were the Spanish able to

capture Tenochtitlán. In August 1521, Cortés claimed Tenochtitlán for Spain and
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renamed it Mexico City. The Spanish also brought smallpox, which took a heavy

toll on the people in Tenochtitlán. Illness played a much greater role in the city’s

downfall than violence.

Cortés was also aided by a Nahua woman called Malintzin—also known as La

Malinche or Doña Marina, her Spanish name—whom the natives of Tabasco gave

him as tribute. Malintzin translated for Cortés and, whether willingly or under

duress, entered into a physical relationship with him. Their son, Martín, may have

been the first mestizo—person of mixed indigenous American and European

descent. Malintzin remains a controversial figure in the history of the Atlantic

World; some people view her as a traitor because she helped Cortés conquer the

Aztecs, while others see her as a victim of European expansion. Regardless, without

Malintzin’s help, Cortés would not have been able to dismantle the Aztec Empire.

Another conquistador, Francisco Pizarro , made his way to the Spanish Caribbean

in 1509, drawn by the promise of wealth and titles. He participated in successful

expeditions in Panama before following rumors of Inca wealth to the south.

Although his first efforts against the Inca Empire in the 1520s failed, Pizarro

captured the Inca emperor Atahualpa in 1532 and executed him soon thereafter. In

1533, Pizarro founded Lima, Peru. Like Cortés, Pizarro had to combat not only the

native peoples of the lands he was conquering but also competitors from his own

country—a Spanish rival, Diego de Almagro, assassinated him in 1541.

Hernando de Soto  had participated in Pizarro’s conquest of the Inca, and from

1539 to 1542, he led his own expeditions to what is today the southeastern United

States. He and his followers explored modern-day Florida, Georgia, the Carolinas,
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Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, Arkansas, Oklahoma, Louisiana, and Texas. They

brought European diseases and violence, claiming thousands of native lives. In

1542, de Soto himself died of sickness. The surviving Spaniards returned to Mexico

City without finding the abundance of gold and silver they had anticipated.

Francisco Vásquez de Coronado  went to Mexico, then called New Spain, in 1535.

Between 1540 and 1542, Coronado led Spaniards and native allies on a large

exploration of the southwestern United States. He found the Grand Canyon,

Colorado River, and other natural wonders. During the winter of 1540–41, the

explorers waged war against the Tiwa people in present-day New Mexico. Rather

than leading to the discovery of gold and silver, however, the expedition simply left

Coronado bankrupt.

The Spanish Golden Age

By 1600, Spain had reaped substantial monetary benefits from New World

resources. Gold and silver began to connect European nations through trade, and

the Spanish money supply ballooned, which signified the beginning of the economic

system known as capitalism. The new riches ultimately created mass inflation and

economic distress. However, Spain gained creative capital from their new global

reach. These developments catapulted Spain into the Golden Age, or Siglo de Oro.

Riches poured in from the colonies, and new ideas poured in from other countries

and new lands. The Habsburg dynasty—who ruled over the territories of Austria,
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the Netherlands, Naples, Sicily, and Spain—encouraged and financed a blossoming

Spanish Renaissance culture, both in the colonies  and in Spain.

One of this period’s most famous works is the novel The Ingenious Gentleman Don

Quixote of La Mancha, by Miguel de Cervantes. This two-volume book—1605 and

1618—told a colorful tale of a hidalgo, or gentleman, who reads so many tales of

chivalry and knighthood that he becomes unable to tell reality from fiction. With

his faithful sidekick Sancho Panza, Don Quixote leaves reality behind and sets out

to revive chivalry by doing battle with what he perceives as the enemies of Spain.

Spain also produced impressive art at this time. Las Meninas, The Maids of Honor,

painted by Diego Velázquez  in 1656, is one of the best-known paintings in history.

Velázquez painted himself into this imposingly large royal portrait—he’s shown

holding his brush and easel on the left—and boldly placed the viewer where the

king and queen would stand in the scene.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Salt: The Rock We Eat

Salt: The Rock We Eat
by Lauri Berkenkamp

There's one very important mineral in your 
shaker.
Before you say "pass the salt," you should know more about what's in that shaker. Your body needs 
the sodium that comes from salt to survive. Without enough of it in your system, you'd die. But most 
Americans don't have that problem. Most of us get too much of it, says nutritionist Holly Westling. "Your 
body needs a minimum of between 250 and 500 mg of sodium to stay healthy. But most people take in 
almost 10 times that much every day," she says. That's much more than your body needs, and it can lead 
to serious health problems, such as high blood pressure, heart disease, and kidney disease-even in 
young kids and teens.

Where does all that extra sodium come from? You might be surprised to learn that it isn't coming from your 
saltshaker. Only about 11 percent of the sodium you take in comes from table salt, says Westling. Most of 
the sodium you eat comes from hidden sources: packaged and processed food. "Sodium is added to 
almost every kind of food that comes in a package or a box. And it's not only in foods that taste salty," she 
says.

Hidden Sodium: It's Everywhere!

ReadWorks.org
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Food companies use salt and sodium products as a way to preserve food to keep it fresh longer. Meats 
such as ham, sausage, and lunch meats contain a lot of added salt. Manufacturers add the salt to keep 
the meat from spoiling. Sodium also brings out other flavors in food that you don't think of as salty. Think 
cakes and cookies-yes, cakes and cookies! Salt actually makes the sugar in them taste sweeter. Salt 
disguises the chemical taste in soft drinks. It also makes snack foods such as pretzels and crackers seem 
less dry.

A lot of foods already have salt in them. So the sodium adds up quickly when you add even more of it. 
Your body doesn't need more than about a teaspoon (1,500 mg) of salt a day, but most people consume 
at least twice that without realizing it.

How Sodium Works for You
Sodium is in charge of balancing fluids in your body. It acts like a messenger too. It helps your body send 
and receive messages along your nerves and carry nutrients in and out of your cells. Sodium keeps your 
heart beating normally and your muscles contracting and relaxing properly. Without enough sodium, none 
of those things could happen, and your body couldn't function properly.

Your kidneys automatically control the amount of sodium you keep in your body. If you have a little excess 
sodium, your kidneys pass it out of your body through your urine. But when you take in too much, your 
kidneys can't get rid of it fast enough. That sodium ends up in your bloodstream. And because sodium 
attracts water, too much sodium in your blood means that you get too much water in your bloodstream. 
That extra volume puts more pressure on your veins and arteries. Your heart then has to work harder to 
pump the blood around your body. Over time, too much sodium makes your blood pressure go up and 
your kidneys tire out. Your heart can grow bigger because it has to work harder to pump your blood-
which isn't a good thing.

Keep Track and Cut Back
Luckily, says Westling, there are a lot of ways you can keep your sodium levels down without missing out 
on anything! "When you snack on popcorn, try using unsalted butter and a sprinkle of Parmesan cheese 
instead of salt. Snack on carrot sticks or other crunchy veggies instead of packaged crackers or chips. For 
breakfast, try oatmeal instead of boxed breakfast cereal. Eat more fresh fruit-fruit is high in potassium, 
which helps counteract the effects of sodium in your body."

Another important thing to remember, says Westling, is that "salt is an acquired taste. That means that you 
learned to like the taste of salt. You can unlearn to like it too." Westling suggests you use unsalted butter, 
don't add extra salt to foods, and cut back on or avoid high-sodium foods for a week. You'll find that you 
don't crave salt as much-and will probably find those foods too salty. That's pretty easy!

Salt vs. Sodium: What's the Difference?
Table salt isn't the same thing as sodium. The salt in your saltshaker is a combination of sodium and 
chloride. But most people use the words salt and sodium interchangeably when they are talking about 
food.
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Salt of the Earth

Salt has played an important role in human history. Here are a few fun facts 
about the history of salt.

The ancient Romans put salt on their greens to counteract bitterness. Salted is the origin of the word 
salad.

In the Middle Ages, people used salt to cure leather, clean chimneys, solder pipes, glaze pottery, and 
treat toothaches, upset stomachs, and depression.

In medieval Sweden, there was a custom to give a girl heavily salted porridge or pancakes without any 
drinks before she went to sleep. Her future husband would then appear in a dream and give her water to 
quench her thirst.

Many early roads in North America were formed by animals that constantly licked at natural salt 
sources. Settlers looking for salt supplies would set down roots near those licks. Buffalo, N.Y., was named 
for the wide road created by the animals near Lake Erie.

Source: Salt: A World History

Be a Label Detective

When you read food labels, watch for these words. They are all other ways to 
say that the food contains added sodium:

Monosodium glutamate

Baking soda

Baking powder

Disodium phosphate

Sodium alginate

Sodium nitrate

Sodium nitrite

These are some foods that are very high in sodium.

High-Sodium Surprises: Soup, Pizza, Pasta sauce, Cornflakes Hot dogs, Mustard, Barbecue sauce, 
Salad dressing
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Advanced Definition
transitive verb

1. to come to possess; obtain.

He is acquiring some bad habits from his friends.

You've acquired an American accent since you've been living here.

2. to gain, esp. through one's own efforts or dealings.

He acquired his wealth by building railroads.

The company's been trying to acquire that land for years.

Spanish cognate

adquirir: The Spanish word adquirir means acquire.
				

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. How was that intelligence acquired? Fagan calls that "the question of questions." He believes 
it was induced by a cataclysmic event that almost wiped out Homo sapiens.

2. Although the technique has been tested only in laboratory animals, it defends them against 
one of the deadliest of all infections: acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS). Human 
trials could begin in 2013.

3. Astronomers believe that a Mars-sized object called Theia smashed into the young Earth some 
4.5 billion years ago. The impact ejected chunks of rock into space that gradually accreted 
(fused) to form an orbiting satellite with enough gravity to acquire a round shape and become 
the moon.

4. The third book in the trilogy, Blue Mars, picks up at the stage when the terraforming has 
allowed for water to exist on Mars. Life on Mars is now truly possible. By the end of the book 
series, humanity has acquired the skills and technology to spread its civilization throughout 
the solar system.

5. Gold originally acquired importance to humans because of its appearance. In societies from 
India to Egypt, gold was used to make decorative objects and jewelry. Unlike silver and some 
other metals, gold does not lose its brilliance or tarnish when it is exposed to water or air. Gold 
is also exceptionally resistant to the effects of acid and does not corrode easily.
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Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. How much salt do most Americans get?

A. too little

B. too much

C. the right amount

D. too little as kids and too much as adults

2. The author discusses the problem of people consuming too much sodium. What can 

people do to help solve this problem?

A. People can eat oatmeal instead of boxed breakfast cereal.

B. People can put more butter on their popcorn. 

C. People can eat fewer oranges, apples, and bananas.

D. People can eat more cookies and cakes.

3. Read this sentence from the text.

"Your body needs the sodium that comes from salt to survive."

What evidence in the text supports this statement?

A. "Most of the sodium you eat comes from hidden sources: packaged and processed 
food."

B. "Sodium keeps your heart beating normally and your muscles contracting and relaxing 
properly."

C. "Your kidneys automatically control the amount of sodium you keep in your body."

D. "Over time, too much sodium makes your blood pressure go up and your kidneys tire 
out."
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4. Read these sentences from the text.

"Luckily, says Westling, there are a lot of ways you can keep your sodium levels down 

without missing out on anything! 'When you snack on popcorn, try using unsalted butter 

and a sprinkle of Parmesan cheese instead of salt. Snack on carrot sticks or other 

crunchy veggies instead of packaged crackers or chips.'"

Based on this information, what can you infer about vegetables?

A. Vegetables have the same amount of salt as packaged crackers and chips.

B. Vegetables are healthier than crackers but less healthy than chips.

C. Vegetables have less salt than packaged crackers and chips. 

D. Vegetables have more salt than packaged crackers and chips. 

5. What is the main idea of this text? 

A. Only about 11 percent of the sodium you take in comes from table salt. 

B. Food companies use salt and sodium products as a way to preserve food to keep it 
fresh longer.

C. Fruit is high in potassium, which helps counteract the effects of sodium in your body.

D. People need sodium to live, but many people consume too much of it.

6. Read these sentences from the text.

"Table salt isn't the same thing as sodium. The salt in your saltshaker is a combination 

of sodium and chloride. But most people use the words salt and sodium 

interchangeably when they are talking about food."

What does the author mean by writing that "people use the words salt and sodium 

interchangeably"?

A. People use the words salt and sodium as though the words have the same meaning.

B. People use the word sodium to refer to the salt in their saltshakers.

C. People use the words salt and sodium in different ways.

D. People use the word sodium when they are talking about table salt, but they use the 
word salt when they are talking about salt that comes in packaged food. 
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7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence.

Taking in too much sodium can lead to serious health problems, _______ high blood 

pressure, heart disease, and kidney disease.

A. previously

B. otherwise

C. particularly

D. meanwhile

8. What are five foods mentioned by the text that have salt in them? 

9. Holly Westling gives readers several suggestions for keeping their sodium levels 

down. What does she suggest they do when snacking on popcorn? 

10. Besides following Westling's suggestions, explain what else people could do to 

keep their sodium levels down.

Support your answer with evidence from the text.
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Benjamin Franklin: The Ultimate Solution Creator
by ReadWorks

Benjamin Franklin is credited with an array of inventions and accomplishments. Among these are the 
repeal of Britain's Stamp Act, bifocals, the lightning rod, the Franklin stove, the reform, and creation of 
the original U.S. postal system. All are notable for being solutions, in the 1700s, to everyday problems 
faced by Franklin's peers or to bigger social and political issues (like the American colonies' lack of 
representation during Britain's rule).

When faced with some kind of roadblock or trouble, Franklin was particularly adept at finding a way 
around it. Beyond his keen intuition that facilitated his discoveries and solutions, Franklin had an 
exceptional intelligence. This was evident in the way he approached problems-the man was famous 
for being economical, community-driven, and supportive of education and hard work. He didn't come 
from a wealthy family and was well known for living simply, yet smartly. Partly because of this 
straightforward, but thorough approach to daily life, he was better able to invent and create or 
improve solutions to some of the era's problems.

Take, for example, the trouble of having two different kinds of poor eyesight. Most people have only 
one vision problem, at most, and during Franklin's time, eyeglasses to help nearsightedness or 
ReadWorks.org · © 2013 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
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farsightedness already existed. Some people, however, experience both kinds of vision deficiencies, 
whose scientific names are presbyopia (farsightedness) and myopia (nearsightedness). To address 
both at the same time, Franklin created dual-lens eyeglasses, which offered a bottom half to correct 
one's vision of close-by objects and words, and a top half enabling the same viewer to see far away. 
He did this by cutting the two different necessary lenses in half and combining them. This solution 
also made it possible to tailor the prescription of each lens to accurately correct the vision of the 
wearer.

It's not a perfect system; to this day, even if bifocals have improved, new users can experience 
headaches or dizziness when first wearing them. However, those in need of bifocals typically 
acclimate to the two-lens system (and in 1955, an optician named Irving Rips further refined the 
solution, by creating seamless bifocals from one lens, improving upon the original design). The 
glasses meet their wearer's vision needs.

Franklin also addressed common problems. During his lifetime (1706-1790), fireplaces and stoves 
were the only way to heat one's home. Burning wood or scrap produces smoke-not always what you 
want filling your house! To combat the issues of much smoke filling homes and inefficient heating, 
Franklin created a new system, called the Franklin stove. Essentially, it was an improved fireplace, 
meant to offer more heat and less smoke than the fireplaces that came before it. To do this, Franklin 
put something called a baffle (a hollow duct through which cold air entered and hot air exited, 
warming the room) at the back of his stove. The baffle was open at the bottom and had two holes at 
the top. Cold air sinks and hot air rises, so the underside of the baffle was meant to take in cold air 
from the room, heat it with the fire's flames, and release the heated air back into the room. Franklin's 
other adjustment was the attachment of an inverted siphon to the baffle. This inverted siphon was a 
U-shaped duct that he thought would carry smoke away from the room and up a chimney.

Interestingly, Franklin's stove wasn't particularly successful. It addressed two of the main heating 
problems of the day-inefficiency and an excess of smoke-but it didn't actually work that well. The 
inverted siphon only functioned correctly if the fire burned consistently, a factor that couldn't be 
guaranteed. However, given the problems and the way people built their homes in 1741, when 
Franklin invented his stove, the equipment he came up with is viewed as a solution that addressed 
the problems he was concerned with.

Besides dual-purpose eyeglasses and a less smoky fireplace, Franklin is also credited with inventing 
the lightning rod. This is perhaps his most famous invention, and with good reason. Before it, lightning 
striking one's home could have disastrous consequences, especially since houses were generally 
made from wood. The invention came about as a way for Franklin to test a hypothesis. He believed 
that lightning was related to electricity-a common piece of knowledge now, but new in 1750, when 
he invented the lightning rod.

By understanding that lightning tended to hit the highest, nearest point, Franklin determined that 
putting a rod on the top of a building meant lightning would be more likely to hit the rod than the 
house itself. Franklin's lightning rod connected to a wire that ran down through the house and into the 
ground, where it was attached to a ground rod. Both rods were made from metal, which Franklin 
theorized would conduct the electricity of the lightning. By moving from the first rod down the length of 
the wire, the lightning's energy could be safely transmitted into the ground, where it would no longer 
pose a threat to one's home or body.

Franklin didn't just deal with objects as solutions to problems. He was the first known creator of a 
"pros and cons" list, which is an invention to assist with decision-making. In a 1772 letter to a friend, 
he laid out how he made difficult decisions: he divided a piece of paper into two columns, with one 
headed "pros" and the other "cons." He would think about the pros and cons of a particular decision 
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for several days, writing them down whenever they came to him. When no more occurred to him, he 
would go through each side of the list, assigning a weight to every point. Then he would strike out a 
pro for every con. At the end, he would see if the balance was on one side or the other, think about 
the problem for another day, and then make a decision.

This kind of systematic approach to decision-making was probably quite useful for Franklin's overall 
approach to making scientific inquiries, which he applied in his research too. For instance, he was 
very interested in population growth, particularly in the American colonies. In the 1700s, the colonies' 
population was exploding, but no one knew by how much. After studying the growth for several 
decades, beginning in the 1730s, Franklin published "Observations on the Increase of Mankind" in 
1755. This essay explained that rapid population growth usually accompanied an abundance of food 
supplies. At the time, the Americas had the fastest population growth anywhere in the world and also 
had a huge amount of farmland, which meant they could easily nurture a growing population. Besides 
enlightening his readers as to why the colonies were experiencing a surge in citizens, he was also 
able to explain how much their area was growing. At the time he published "Observations on the 
Increase of Mankind," based on his two decades of observation, Franklin theorized that the 
population of the Americas was set to double every 20 years.

During his lifetime, Franklin was also put in charge of systems affecting the population as a whole. He 
tended to improve them. In 1775, he was appointed the first Postmaster General of the American 
colonies. When he began the job, a letter traveling from New York to Philadelphia could take two 
weeks, even though the distance was only 109 miles. To get a letter safely overseas, a sender would 
send copies on several different ships, with the hope that at least one of them would make it to the 
recipient. Post offices were very informal-they could be anything from a town's inn to its local pub.

As Postmaster General, Franklin instituted several solutions that made sending and receiving mail 
faster and more reliable. First, he toured all the major post offices and the routes connecting them, so 
he could learn more about the system as a whole. Based on his observations, he dictated more direct 
routes between these post offices and had milestones set up on the roads used by mail carriers, so 
they could more easily follow the correct path. (Roads were very poorly marked in the 1700s.) 
Second, he specifically improved service between New York and Philadelphia, the colonies' two 
biggest, most important cities, by having the mail wagon travel between the cities during the night, as 
well as the day. Thus more mail was able to travel faster. Lastly, he instituted a standardized chart for 
mail that made clear what it should cost to mail a letter or package, based on its weight and how far it 
was traveling.

In an unusual move, Franklin never patented a single one of his designs or inventions, which meant 
other people were free to copy them, improve upon them, or re-create them. He resisted hoarding his 
ideas because he truly believed that people benefitted from one another's inventions. It gave society 
an advantage if new designs and inventions were available to all, because that way, more minds 
could work on them in order to make them better. By coming up with devices and systems that 
addressed certain problems, but refraining from trademarking his inventions, Franklin paved the way 
for others to continually improve on his initial solutions.
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Advanced Definition
transitive verb

1. to establish or set in operation.

The government has instituted a policy that will restrict imports.

The company is instituting new procedures for hiring.

The goal of the radicals was to institute a revolutionary government.

2. to initiate or begin.

The commission has already instituted its investigation into the matter.

The new government is instituting criminal proceedings against the country's 

former leader.

noun

1. an organization established to render a service or support a cause.

She was taught braille at an institute for the blind.

2. a college teaching a specialized subject matter, such as art or technology.

My mother studied painting at the art institute.

3. a brief instructional program for a specific group or in a specific area of study.

Three hundred students have enrolled in the university's summer institute on 

law and language.

Spanish cognate

instituto: The Spanish word instituto means institute.
				

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. Welcome to the New York Head & Neck Institute. What happens here may sound like high 
Hollywood drama, but for Costantino it is simply the daily challenge: guiding patients with lethal 
cancers and severe cranial (skull) injuries back to health. Costantino founded the institute in 
2006.
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2. "My adviser at Berkeley was interested in studying the great 2004 Megathrust earthquake," 
she explains. "I expanded the project to include other large earthquakes and faults in the 
Sumatra region." Wiseman leads a team whose members hail from not only the University of 
California, but also Nanyang Technological University in Singapore and the Indonesian 
Institute of Sciences.

3. It was a lengthy process to get into medical school, but once there, her instructors at the New 
York Institute of Technology College of Osteopathic Medicine wasted no time introducing her 
to the gritty realities of being a doctor. Within a few days, she was assigned a cadaver-a dead 
person's body-that had been donated to the medical school.

4. Mao is part of the Rubik's Cube Club from the California Institute of Technology. The college 
has sponsored six tournaments in California since January 2004.

5. Poaching had become so widespread in the Congo River Basin, an area consisting of six 
African countries, that governments and wildlife organizations had to institute a massive 
crackdown.

6. "It is an unbelievable creature. This is the largest known bird, with a skull bigger than a horse's 
head," says Luis Chiappe, director of the Dinosaur Institute, a part of the Natural History 
Museum of Los Angeles County, California.
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Advanced Definition
adjective

1. involving or based on a method or plan; not random or chaotic.

Presentation of concepts in the textbook is systematic.

2. characterized by order and organization; methodical.

a systematic worker

Spanish cognate

sistemático: The Spanish word sistemático means systematic.
				

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. After a solution or a set of testable solutions have been developed, the next step is to test 
them rigorously and systematically so that no aspect goes unexamined. In a controlled 
experiment, different groups of testable material are subjected to testing and compared with a 
control group for which outcomes are known. Experiments are usually regarded with a 
measure of skepticism themselves and are subject to change and redesign as the testing 
stage continues.

2. Lizzie's  idea  of  an  exciting  summer  was  sitting  in  an  airconditioned  library  and systematically
 devouring a high stack of novels. She'd graduated from 7th grade two weeks earlier and since 
then had been showing up at the library at a quarter to nine in the morning, fifteen minutes 
before it opened. As soon as the doors opened, she'd sprint to a table on the second floor, 
right next to the big window. It was an equal distance from the water fountain  and the fiction 
section.  For the  next  eight  hours, she'd sit  at the table  and read.  It  was heavenly.

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
Definitions and sample sentences within definitions are provided by Wordsmyth. © 2015 Wordsmyth. All rights reserved.



Benjamin Franklin: The Ultimate Solution Creator - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. According to the text, what was Benjamin Franklin's most famous invention?

A. bifocal glasses

B. the Franklin stove

C. the lightning rod

D. pros and cons lists

2. How does the author describe Benjamin Franklin?

A. from a wealthy, sophisticated family

B. lazy, selfish, and uncharitable

C. unmotivated and lacking in creative vision

D. economical, community-driven, and supportive of education

3. The bifocal lens system that Benjamin Franklin created was not perfect. What 

evidence from the passage supports this conclusion?

A. "Franklin created dual-lens eyeglasses, which offered a bottom half to correct one's 
vision of close-by objects and words, and a top half enabling the same viewer to see far 
away."

B. "New users can experience headaches or dizziness when first wearing them."

C. "This solution also made it possible to tailor the prescription of each lens to accurately 
correct the vision of the wearer."

D. "He did this by cutting the two different necessary lenses in half and combining them."

4. Why wasn't the Franklin stove successful?

A. The stove didn't reliably reduce the amount of smoke in the room.

B. The stove didn't properly heat the room.

C. There were multiple accidents where the stove caught fire.

D. The stove increased the amount of smoke given off.
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Benjamin Franklin: The Ultimate Solution Creator - Comprehension Questions

5. What is this passage mainly about? 

A. population growth in the American colonies

B. the invention of the lightning rod

C. Benjamin Franklin and his many inventions

D. the U.S. patent system

6. Read the following sentences: "When faced with some kind of roadblock or trouble, 

Franklin was particularly adept at finding a way around it. Beyond his keen intuition that 

facilitated his discoveries and solutions, Franklin had an exceptional intelligence."

What does "adept" mean?

A. quick

B. stubborn

C. impatient

D. skillful

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.

Benjamin Franklin was a brilliant inventor, _______ he never patented any of his 

designs.

A. also

B. yet

C. thus

D. namely

8. What hypothesis was Benjamin Franklin trying to test with the invention of the 

lightning rod?

9. Benjamin Franklin greatly improved the U.S. Postal System during his time as 

Postmaster General. What evidence from the text supports this conclusion?

10. Why was Benjamin Franklin "the ultimate solution creator"? Support your argument 

with examples from the text.
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